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Partner Ross M. Bagley is a member of Pryor Cashman's Litigation and Intellectual Property 
Groups.

Ross is an experienced commercial litigator with a reputation for efficiently and effectively litigating high-stakes 
commercial disputes. Since joining Pryor Cashman over 15 years ago, Ross has focused his practice on resolving 
complex claims for breach of contract, breach of fiduciary duty, and fraud. He has also litigated numerous claims 
involving valuable copyrights and trademarks, celebrities’ right of publicity, and defamation.

In addition to trial work, Ross has handled numerous appeals and petitions to the U.S. Supreme Court, several 
U.S. Circuit Courts, and the New York appellate courts. He dedicates a significant portion of his time to serving 
individuals and business owners, though he has the ability to work at scale for clients of all shapes and sizes, 
including technology companies, professional services firms, entrepreneurs, and others.

Examples of Ross’s commercial experience include successful representations of:

• A wireless technology company, obtaining an eight-figure international arbitration award against an overseas 
respondent for breach of a patent license agreement concerning standard essential patents.

• A New York technology entrepreneur, obtaining dismissal of defamation, right of publicity, trademark, and 
other claims in the Northern District of California.

• A fintech company and registered broker-dealer, obtaining favorable settlement of claims asserting breach of 
a membership interest purchase agreement in a bet-the-company arbitration.

• A hospitality company in litigation regarding one of the hottest U.S. restaurants, Mother Wolf — successfully 
defeating a preliminary injunction motion in November 2023.

• A film distribution salesman, obtaining summary judgment against his former employer, Cargo Entertainment, 
for failure to pay full compensation.

• A prominent auction house, obtaining dismissal in January 2024 of claims seeking to enjoin the sale of a 
famous dress worn by Judy Garland in “The Wizard of Oz.”

In addition to his prowess serving entrepreneurs and businesses, Ross is sought for his experience in media and 
entertainment. Working with media conglomerates, Grammy-winning artists, and other industry movers, Ross was 
part of the Pryor Cashman team that obtained a $41 million jury verdict for EMI Music Publishing against music 
service provider MP3tunes, Inc. and its owner and CEO, Michael Robertson. This litigation resulted in one of the 
largest jury awards in history for digital copyright infringement. Ross and the team subsequently prevailed in 
defending the verdict on appeal, developing important protections for digital rights holders on a variety of 
copyright issues.

Ross’s other successful entertainment-focused representations include his work with:
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• Beyoncé Knowles-Carter, Parkwood Entertainment, LLC, Sony Music Entertainment, Inc., Columbia Records, 
Shawn Carter, and Jerome Harmon, obtaining dismissal of a copyright infringement action brought by a 
filmmaker regarding Beyoncé’s short film, “Lemonade”; and obtaining dismissal of a right of publicity claim 
alleging that a Hungarian singer’s voice was misappropriated in Beyonce’s hit single “Drunk in Love.”

• Lions Gate Entertainment, Netflix, NBCUniversal, and the writers, producers, and director of the “Rosemary’s 
Baby” miniseries, obtaining the dismissal of a copyright infringement suit alleging that the miniseries 
adaptation of the classic horror novel of the same name copied elements of the plaintiff’s short stories. The 
court dismissed the case with prejudice.

• Lions Gate Entertainment and others, obtaining dismissal of claims alleging that the title of Golden Globe-
nominated film “50/50” infringed the plaintiff’s trademark. The decision was affirmed on appeal by the Seventh 
Circuit Court of Appeals.

• The Extreme Music Library Limited and Extreme Music Limited, obtaining summary judgment dismissing 
claims alleging millions in unpaid performance royalties.

Ross has also secured significant pro bono victories, including preventing the deportation of an immigrant from 
Ghana living in the U.S. for 16 years.

Ross was a summer associate at Pryor Cashman in 2007.

Services

• Litigation
• Privacy, Publicity + Defamation
• Media + Entertainment
• M+E Litigation
• Intellectual Property
• Copyright
• Trademark
• Film, TV + Podcast
• Music Litigation
• Music
• Interactive + Gaming

Education

• Georgetown University Law Center (J.D., 2008)
• Pennsylvania State University (B.A., 2005)

Recognition

• Named a a New York City Elite Lawyer in Intellectual Property by The Legal 500 (2026)
• Named to the Super Lawyers – New York Metro list for intellectual property litigation (2023-25); and as a 

“Rising Star” in intellectual property litigation (2015-20)
• Awarded the New York State Bar Association’s “Empire State Counsel” honor for pro bono service (2010)

Admissions

• New York, 2009
• U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second, Third and Seventh Circuits
• U.S. District Courts for the Southern, Eastern and Northern Districts of New York
• U.S. Supreme Court

Professional Affiliations

• New York City Bar Association, member, Entertainment Law Committee (2014-2017, 2020-2023)
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• New York City Bar Association, member, Committee on Copyright & Literary Property (2017- 2020, 2023 - 
Present)

• New York City Bar Association, member, Council on Intellectual Property (2021-2024)

Publications
October 10, 2025
Bagley Weighs in on Free Speech and State Regulation in SCOTUS Conversion Therapy Case
Washington Examiner

July 31, 2024
Bagley Examines the Federal Right of Publicity in the Age of AI
Law360

January 1, 2024
Bagley Says AI Will Be a Major Copyright Issue in 2024
Law360

December 15, 2023
Bagley Comments on 2023 Top Trademark Decisions
Law360

January 2, 2023
Bagley Looks Ahead to 2023 Copyright Landscape
Law360

November 16, 2022
Bagley Offers IP Insight on Depp/Beck Public Domain Argument
Thomson Reuters Westlaw Journal Intellectual Property Review

October 26, 2022
Bagley Comments on Depp/Beck Copyright Case
IPWatchdog and Intellectual Property Daily Briefing

February 25, 2020
Bagley Penned ‘You Stole My Dance Moves’, an Exploration of Copyright Law

January 29, 2020
USMCA Set to Export U.S. Copyright Law to North American Neighbors

November 12, 2019
Copyright Rules for Inline Linking Developing in the U.S. and Abroad

September 22, 2017
Fishman & Bagley Examine How Waymo v. Uber Impacts Pre-Merger Diligence

October 6, 2016
Fishman & Bagley Examine Risks of Using PIs in Litigation

August 16, 2011
Ferber Contributes Entertainment Litigation Chapter
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