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Daniel Kesten is a partner at Pryor Cashman and co-chair of the Private Client Group and 
Trusts + Estates Practice. He helps individuals preserve their wealth and financial security by 
mitigating income, estate, gift, and generation-skipping transfer taxes.

In addition to preparing testamentary estate plans with wills and trusts that ensure clients’ wealth passes in 
accordance with their wishes at the time of their death, Dan counsels high net worth individuals on structuring and 
implementing lifetime wealth transfers and “estate freeze” transactions, which create long-term estate tax 
solutions for their families. 

Dan handles estate matters for individuals from a range of industries, including investment management, tech 
start-ups, the arts, and banking, among others. A particular focus of his practice is advising hedge fund principals 
on issues such as: 

• Restructuring ownership of interests in their funds’ general partner and management company entities in 
order to share fund performance with younger generation family members in a gift-tax compliant manner;

• Estate planning around the launch of new hedge funds;
• Titling issues with respect to the acquisition and holding of primary residences and second homes; and
• Addressing less technical issues, such as how the introduction of wealth to the family may impact younger 

generations.

Dan strives to implement structures that maximize tax efficiency in carrying out his clients’ goals regarding the 
disposition of their wealth. In addition to his extensive experience in sophisticated estate planning, he also 
advises on trust and estate administration and represents clients in trust and estate litigation before the 
Surrogate’s Court.

Services

• Private Client
• Trusts + Estates

Education

• New York University School of Law (LL.M., 1998)
• University of Kentucky College of Law (J.D., 1997)
• University of Virginia (B.A., 1993)
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New York, NY
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Recognition

• Recognized as a top attorney in Trusts and Estates by Best Lawyers in America (2021-26)
• Named to the Super Lawyers – New York Metro list in Estate Planning & Probate law (2018-19; 2023-25)

Community

• Member of the Board and Executive Committee, The IDEAL School of Manhattan
• Affiliate Member, New York City Bar Estate & Gift Taxation Committee

Admissions

• New York
• Kentucky

Publications
July 20, 2023
Estate Planning + Family Law for Writers: Key Takeaways

April 13, 2020
IRS Clarifies Tax Extension Deadlines

December 16, 2019
Pryor Cashman Year-End Estate and Tax Planning Update
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